Teaching the Teacher:
Strategies for Incorporating
Information Literacy
Competencies into Daily
Lesson Plans
Led by Bethany McGowan, MLIS, MS

Welcome to class!
In this course K-12, primary and secondary education, teachers learn to incorporate
information literacy practices into daily lesson plans. By the end of this course you’ll be
able to:
1. Recognize information needs by identifying and clearly defining the problem to be
solved,
2. Decide the appropriate amount of information needed to address a problem,
3. Access and critically assess information sources,
4. Access and use information ethically and legally,
5. Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding information use
6. Establish collaborations with your school librarian

Time Commit ment
Each week you can expect to spend:

➔ 60 minut es, in-class lect ures

S essions will be available live and also
rec orded for future viewing

➔ 60-90 minut es, required reading
2- 3 sc holarly artic les will be assigned
as required reading eac h week

➔ 6 0-90 minut es, class

assignment s

R edesign an existing lesson plan and
partic ipation in c lass disc ussions

Over the next five weeks, we’ll discuss:
● Recognizing Information Needs in Week 2
● Information Literacy Proficiency: Assessing Information
Literacy Needs in Week 3
● Ethical and Legal Ramifications of Information Access
in Week 4
● Economic and Social Ramifications of Information in
Week 5

Welcome to
Week 1: Course
Introduction

Week 1: Course Introduction
This week we’ll:
• Define c ourse goals and objec tives
• C omplete an entry B ehavior Assessment
• L earning Ac tivity:
S elec t an existing lesson plan to redesign
• L earning Ac tivity:
C reate a Pinterest ac c ount
• L earning Ac tivity:
Post an introduc tion and biography in the c ourse forum
• Q&A, in c lass and in the c ourse forum

Course Agenda

Week 2: Recognizing Information Needs
•

Required Readings:
•

•

Hsieh, M. L., Dawson, P. H., Hofmann,
M. A., Titus, M. L., & Carlin, M. T.
(2014). Four pedagogical
approaches in helping students learn
information literacy skills. The Journal
of Academic Librarianship, 40(3), 234246.
Townsend, L., Brunetti, K., & Hofer, A.
R. (2011). Threshold concepts and
information literacy. portal: Libraries
and the Academy, 11(3), 853-869.

•
•

•

•
•

Assessment: In-class Quiz
Learning Activity: Group 1 will lead
the class in a discussion on the
week’s reading
Learning Activity: Pin a post related
to information needs to the course
Pinterest board. Respond to at
least two other pins.
Assignment 1: Redesign lesson
plan, Part 1
Q&A in class and/or in the course
forum

Week 3: Assessing Information Literacy
Needs
• Required Reading:
•

Smith, J. K., Given, L. M., Julien, H.,
Ouellette, D., & DeLong, K. (2013).
Information literacy proficiency: Assessing
the gap in high school students' readiness
for undergraduate academic work. Library
& Information Science Research, 35(2), 8896.

•

Nesset, V. (2013). Two representations of
the research process: The preparing,
searching, and using (PSU) and the
beginning, acting and telling (BAT)
models. Library & Information Science
Research, 35(2), 97-106.

•

Macedo-Rouet, M., Braasch, J. L., Britt, M.
A., & Rouet, J. F. (2013). Teaching fourth
and fifth graders to evaluate information
sources during text comprehension.
Cognition and Instruction, 31(2), 204-226.

• Assessment: In-class quiz
• Learning Activity: Group 2 will
lead the class in a discussion on
the week’s reading.
• Learning Activity: Pin a post
related to information needs to
the course Pinterest board.
Respond to at least two other
pins.
• Assignment 2: Redesign lesson
plan, Part 2
• Q&A, in class and in the Course
Forum

Week 4: Ethical and Legal Ramifications of
Information Access
• Required Readings:
•

•

Ritzhaupt, A. D., Liu, F., Dawson, K., &
Barron, A. E. (2013). Differences in student
information and communication
technology literacy based on socioeconomic status, ethnicity, and gender:
Evidence of a digital divide in Florida
schools. Journal of Research on
Technology in Education, 45(4), 291-307.
Siddiq, F., Scherer, R., & Tondeur, J. (2016).
Teachers' emphasis on developing
students' digital information and
communication skills (TEDDICS): A new
construct in 21st century education.
Computers & Education, 92, 1-14.

•

In-class quiz

•

Learning Activity: Group 3 will lead the
class in a discussion on the week’s
reading.

•

Learning Activity: Pin a post related to
information access to the course Pinterest
board. Respond to at least two other pins.

•

Assignment 3: Redesign lesson plan, Part 3

•

Option to join LinkedIn Alumni group

•

Q&A, in class and in the Course Forum

Week 5: Economic and Social Ramifications of
Information Access
•

Required Reading
•

•

Hirshleifer, J. (1971). The private and social
value of information and the reward to
inventive activity. The American Economic
Review, 61(4), 561-574.
Elmborg, J. (2016). Tending the Garden of
Learning: Lifelong Learning as Core Library
Value. library trends, 64(3), 533-555.

•

In-class Quiz

•

Learning Activity: Group 4 will lead the
class in a discussion on the week’s reading.

•

Learning Activity: Pin a post related to
information access to the course Pinterest
board. Respond to at least two other pins.

•

Assignment 4: Redesign lesson plan, final
part

•

Complete Behavior Assessment

•

Complete Course Assessment

W e are committed to ensuring that this course and its
c ontent are ac c essible to people with disabilities. T he
c ourse and its resourc es meet W 3C W AI's W eb
C ontent Ac c essibility Guidelines 2.0, L evel AA
c onformanc e. Any issues should be reported to
webmaster_
@d4l.com

Accessibility Policy

This course is committed to fostering an online learning
environment free of harassment. V erbal or written
c onduc t that is unwelc ome, or that denigrates or shows
hostility will not be tolerated. Harassment of any form is
stric tly against c ourse polic y and may result in
disc iplinary ac tion.

Code of Conduct

Grading Scheme
Assignment 1: 10 pts

Scored Group
Discussion: 20 pts

Assignment 2: 10 pts

In-Class Quizzes:
5 pts/week for 20 pts

Assignment 3: 10 pts

Social Media
Interaction: 5pts/week
for 20 pts

Assignment 4: 10 pts

Course
Participation
Rubric

Grading Scale
Point Scale

Letter Grade

Percent Conversion

4

A

96- 100

3.5

A-

90- 95

3

B

86- 89

2.5

B-

80- 85

2

C

76- 79

1.5

C-

70- 75

1

D

66- 69

0

F

0- 65

For this week, you should

have already selected

a lesson plan, which

we’ll work to redesign
throughout the course.

Tip:
If possible, your
selected lesson plan
should be one you
have taught before.

Social Media Use
You will set up a Pinterest account and be added as a
collaborator on the course’s private Pinterest board.
Each week you’ll be responsible for finding a resource related
to the week’s topic and sharing it with the class by pinning
it to the course’s board. Pins can link to related articles,
tools, or resources. The course board will serve as an
archive of resources that can be revisited, even after the
course ends
You will also use the Comments section to respond to at least
two other pins pinned by classmates.

Tip
We’ll be using Pinterest
to collaborate and
share resources. A
guide for using
Pinterest is available
here.
Use the course forum
to share your Pinterest
username with the
class.

2-minute Intro to Pinterest Video:

Scored Group Discussion
Each week a group will be responsible
for summarizing, assessing, and
leading the class in a conversation
based on the week’s required
reading. Each group member is
expected to contribute to the
conversation, and will be assessed
based on the rubric for scored
group discussion.

Entry Behavior Assessment
Next, you’ll c omplete an assessment that will provide me
with an idea of your teac hing experienc e, your level of
c omfort with tec hnology, and your c ourse expec tations.
T he assessment won’t be graded, but will be used to
guide c ourse disc ussions and establish groups.

